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Things set to change re Traffic in East Oxford
Since our last communication about traffic back in June, much has been
happening.

Building on the feedback from the survey many residents completed (see
headlines below), as well as the discussions with our City and County
Councillors, other resident groups and Oxford Livable Streets, we have
proposed that our area become a Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) within
the County Council's Active Travel programme - a programme aimed at
reducing traffic volumes and making cycling and walking safer and easier (A
link to watch a recording of the live presentation can be found here. Please
email any questions arising from the presentation to
activetravel@Oxfordshire.gov.uk - the part that is relevant to us is 24 minutes
in).
This low traffic neighbourhood approach, widespread in the Netherlands,
means vehicles can still access all homes and businesses, but they cannot
cross through the neighbourhood.

This proposal was accepted by the County Council and included in their bid for
Tranche 2 funding, currently awaiting approval by central government. The
decision on this is expected imminently, and if approved, will result in action
taking place before mid-November. Our LTN proposal is attached here.
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We are part of a wider effort to reduce rat run
traffic
You may have already seen news coverage about the number of LTNs being
implemented across the UK - and closer to home, on Walton Street. At the last
count 21 LTN's have been introduced in London. Bristol, Cambridge and
Manchester have moved rapidly to shut streets to through traffic. Here in East
Oxford, our neighbours in Florence Park,Cowley, Headington and St Marys are
all taking steps to prevent cars using their residential neighbourhoods as short-
cuts, by applying to become LTN's. We all want the same thing (see the
resident survey further on) - to prevent the return to old levels of traffic volumes,
pollution and saturation of our streets with through traffic. Together we have
applied for the money and sanction of the Ministry of Transport to make this
happen

The upshot is that regardless of any
action we take to change the use of
our streets, our ability to drive
across the City will be radically
altered in order that cars can no
longer drive through our city.

This approach has proven to
significantly reduce traffic volumes
not only on the residential streets but across the entire residential area. This
phenomenon is known as "traffic evaporation", with short trips previously
undertaken by cars being swithced to other modes.

This is an important temporary action
We do appreciate that this proposal may raise some concerns amongst residents.
However, as part of the government's emergency Covid funding, this action allows us
to take immediate temporary action. During this transition period we can enjoy a
return to safe, quiet streets experienced during lockdown and be able to discuss
more fully, the long term strategy.

Taking this important first step enables us to to realise the following benefits:-

Creates time for fuller resident involvement in longer term solutions to our rat
run traffic problems ie do we build on this solution, or explore other alternatives
to achieve this.
Mitigates increased volume of traffic that would have travelled through our
area
Enables significantly safer walking and cycling through our streets – thinking
especially the students returning to study at nearby schools and universities
this autumn.
View this as a pilot, enabling us to begin to change our own travel patterns and
behaviours, to explore how these can evolve within the wider revised traffic
management of East Oxford.

Please see more information on the rationale for selection of our option to restrict
traffic our area below.
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Next Steps
We will of course continue to keep you updated on the status of the LTN and its
implementation. We will also continue to work with all relevant parties to ensure
the interests and priorities of DRARA residents are known and addressed
effectively.

We should emphasise that both our Councillors have been incredibly
supportive of the development of a plan to tackle the massive rise in traffic in
our area, and they fully support this, rooted very much in their feedback from
residents directly - please see below for  details of 2 associated developments
they have helped make possible.

If you would like to find out more, there are a number of things you can do;

Attend tonights talk hosted by the Oxford Civic Society; Bringing
“Liveable Streets” to Oxford, Tuesday 8 September at 8pm    Dr Scott
Urban of Oxfordshire Liveable Streets will explain Low-Traffic
Neighbourhoods with successful examples from elsewhere, and discuss
what we could do here to claim back our streets for the people who live in
them.  Please register here to attend.
Explore and attend the regular Oxford Livable Streets bi-weekly meetings 
which re-start after the summer break today, 7.30-9pm
We will be updating our website with more information to help us all know
and understand more about the various initiatives affecting our area.
We are thinking of spotlighting this topic at the AGM still planned for
October 15th - viablility of this is yet to be confirmed dependant upon
covid practicalilties.
There is also an idea to create a facebook group specifically for DRARA
traffic to enable us to share concerns and develop thoughts on best
solutions to address these.

In the meantime, if you have any questions of ideas to contribute, these would
be warmly welcomed by email to traffic@drara.org.uk.

Steps towards a safer, cleaner neighbourhood
After 19 years of waiting, residents, students and general public, can now cross the
busy top of Morrell Avenue safely! Funded from County Councillor Azad's funds, this
£28,000 investment will make the return to school considerably safer for hundreds.
Thanks Jamila!

Also, thanks to the efforts of Councillor Tom Hayes, we
have joined an air quality research project that is working
across the city to measure the scale of pollution in our
area. This is a topic that is keenly of interest to many
residents. Led by Councillor Suzanne Bartington, the
location of a sensor provides a great opportunity to gain
evidence and be a part of developing a better solution to

manage the pollution - traffic of course, playing the lead part in the problem.
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DRARA Residents’ Traffic Survey (2020)

92% of residents want DRARA to be access only
In June, we asked DRARA residents for their views on traffic in their street. This
was in response to a Council survey of traffic volume on Divinity Road, which
recorded nearly 40,000 vehicles a week, including a high number of vans and
HGVs. On weekdays, nearly 6,000 vehicles use Divinity Road as a rat run. The
traffic volume in our residential street has soared by over 70% since a
previous survey was conducted five years ago.

We had 183 responses to our survey. It produced a clear finding:
There is high and overwhelming concern about heavy traffic in and
around Divinity Road, and strong support to turn the area into an access-
only network of streets, in line with Oxford’s ambitious plan to reimagine
our streets so people can safely walk and cycle.

These are the main findings:

92% want the neighborhood to be access only
- high concern about traffic volume, especially rat running
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91% are concerned about escalating traffic
- 72% say this is a very high concern
92% say less traffic would improve their quality of life
- improved safety, less noise, less pollution
78% say traffic was bad or very bad before lockdown
- two-thirds cited traffic noise as a major concern
91% say reduced traffic during lockdown improved their quality of
life
- less noise, improved safety, less pollution, better sense of community
73% witnessed road rage in the past year
- angry driving and speeding; some cite concern for personal safety
50% have had their car damaged while parked on the street
- scrapes, broken wing mirrors, dents
- six respondents reported having their car written off!

Rationale for this option being the best for our
area

Retractable bollards are preference

Signs alone will not be enough.
Retractable bollards are quick to install.
Alternative tools would take more time and cost more to implement.
Applying a one-way system will not reduce the volume and research indicates
that traffic will speed up as there is no longer a threat of oncoming vehicles

Optimal location selected - at the very top of Divinity Road,
and at junction of Divinity Road and Stone Street

No option will please every resident
Maintains community cohesion – affects us all equally
Keeps us connected with the Cowley Road
Least number of bollards required so quickest and most cost effective option
Prevents the increased volume of traffic coming from Warneford Road and
Morrel Avenue due to future bus gates, from flowing into our area using it as a
rat run.
Has been separately identified as preferred location for bollards by City and
County councillors and Oxford Livable Streets
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