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The recent shocking attacks in our neighbourhood have left us reeling and 
wondering what can be done to prevent further incidents. Ironically, these events 
have coincided with the very welcome decision to make East Oxford the new area 
of particular focus for the Oxford Police Force. However, the DRARA committee 
is convinced that something more needs to be done, which was confirmed in the 
discussion at our community AGM. DRARA has concentrated on representing 
community concerns around noise, antisocial behaviour, criminal activity, 
traffic, rubbish and potholes and we have been working with the Police, the City 
and County Councils and with Brookes on these issues. This work has been 
increasingly collaborative with other community groups around our area. 
From these meetings, there has emerged a strong pressure for the different 
agencies to work more closely together using data and insight from us, the 
community, to guide how their precious resources are focused. We have learnt that 
for things to improve, one of the best things we actually can do as a community is 
to report problems and incidents each time they occur. This is why we’ve decided 
to create the East Oxford – Report It! website and supporting leaflet to help you 
know how best to report an incident. 

www.eastoxfordreportit.org.uk 
Please go to the website and bookmark it as a favourite – from there you can 
quickly and easily click through to the relevant agency to complain or record an 
incident. There are also some very useful apps you should get for your phone, and 
we recommend you use: 
•  The Noise app 
•  Oxford City Council App 
•  Fix My Street 
• East Oxford – Report It!  

Feeling safer where we live…… 
special community meeting
In response to numerous requests from the community, the 
DRARA committee has decided to hold a meeting where we 
as residents can come together and air concerns over our 
home and area safety.

DRARA: 
Working to make  
our community safer

This leaflet should have been delivered 
to every household in the DRARA area. If 
you haven’t received yours, please contact 
secretary@drara.org.uk

Please do come to the church on the 
evening of Tuesday 23rd April to be a 
part of our discussion over what needs 
to be done to improve our safety and 
wellbeing.
We would like to shape this meeting 
around your concerns, and so will send 
out a survey for you to either email back 
to us, or post in a box in the Co-op 
ahead of this date.

The DRARA Newsletter is kindly 
supported by scottfraser Estate Agents



Drara resident Maggie Hartford describes how she 
and her husband George Wormald came to join 
broadcaster Clare Balding on a walk for the Radio 4 
series Ramblings
I have known Oxford rambler Elaine Steane for 15 years, 
since I interviewed her for The Oxford Times when she 
devised a 234-mile walk called the Seven Shires Way, which 
follows the Oxfordshire county boundary, dipping into the six 
surrounding counties on the way.
She was invited to put together a walk from her latest 
book Milestones to Millstones with a group of friends, to 
be recorded for Clare Balding’s Radio 4 walking series 
Ramblings. The fun started in October, when Elaine sent 
us instructions, then amended them from time to time after 
liaising with the producer. 
We had to send a profile of ourselves, agree to the risk 
assessment and other details, so by the time we boarded the 
X39 Reading bus from St Aldate’s on January 4th, we were 
quite excited.
We arrived at the Packhorse pub near Woodcote at 10am as 
arranged, but discovered that the others, who were coming 
by car, had hit a traffic jam. This was ironic, since Elaine 
had invited us partly because we had completed the Seven 
Shires Way by public transport.
They all turned up eventually, and Clare Balding, who was 
relaxed and friendly, drove us with the producer, Karen 
Gregor, to the start of the walk towards Mapledurham 
Watermill, a working mill that produces flour, but also 
supplies 140 local homes with electricity from an Archimedes 
Screw using the power of the Thames.
Karen started recording straight away, catching Elaine by 
surprise, as she was eating a fig roll. So Clare asked George 
to give us the map reference – an incident which survived 
the editing process, much to our surprise, since we had been 

Ramblings with Clare Balding

warned that most of us would end up “on the cutting-room 
floor”.
The walk returned via Hardwick House, supposed to be the 
inspiration for Toad Hall in Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the 
Willows, and by the end Karen had more than three hours of 
recordings, which needed to be cut to about 15 minutes. 
My description of how I first met Elaine, and how much I 
admired her enthusiasm and knowledge of the countryside, 
was also included in the programme and can be heard on 
BBC iPlayer or as a podcast on the BBC Sounds App (Old 
Maps and New Routes: Oxfordshire, Series 41, Episode 1).
George was the group’s photographer, and his pictures 
featured in the latest edition of the Ramblers South East 
Walker newsletter. Karen’s photos of us can be seen on the 
BBC website, which also has links to Elaine’s three walking 
books, all centred on Oxfordshire.

The Ramblings group: Norman Smith, Nick Quartly, George 
Wormald, Elaine Steane, BBC producer Karen Gregor, Maggie 
Hartford, broadcaster Clare Balding, Susan Maguire and Katie Burt

Many people in our neighbourhood 
are missing Edward Walker who 
died last year. Richard Josephy 
looks back on the long life of a 
remarkable man. 
Edward Walker, who died on 28th 
September aged 86, had lived in 
our area for about 37 years. He read 
Classics and Theology at Trinity 
College Cambridge before training as 
a priest. He then went to work in South 
Africa where he stayed for five years. 
On his return he met Catherine and 
they married in 1967, later having two 
children, Nick and Fiona.
Edward was vicar of Cowley St 
James Church for eight years before 
deciding to train as a teacher. I think 
this very much reflected his conviction 
that spirituality and humanity were 
inextricably linked – for him you 
couldn’t have one without the other.

Remembering Edward Walker 
He taught for 14 years at Wood 
Green School, Witney. His students 
soon realised that they had a rather 
extraordinary teacher. Typically, 
Edward saw teaching as an enriching 
experience for himself as much as an 
educational one for the children.
After retiring from full time work in 
1990, he continued to do some 
part time teaching and also took up 
several voluntary activities, including 
maintaining the Thames and Ridgeway 
paths, and supporting young homeless 
people at The Bridge night shelter.
Catherine died in 2011. When Edward 
decided it was time for a smaller house 
he was keen to remain in the Village, 
as he called the DRARA area, and 
moved into Tawney Street, remaining 
an honorary member of DRARA.
In 2015 Edward published his book 
“Treasure beneath the Hearth; Myth, 
gospel and spirituality today”.  

Perhaps, 
though, 
Edward’s 
greatest 
contribution 
was simply 
as friend and 
neighbour 
to so many. 
He knew 
everybody and spoke well of all of 
them. He knew lots about them too; not 
that he was nosy, he was just deeply 
interested in people and people talked 
to him and trusted him. 
Edward was also a poet. His warm, 
witty, and often moving poems marked 
significant points in his friends’ lives; 
these might be birthdays or retirements, 
but also more prosaic things like a new 
car or a water leak. 
The affection in which he was held by 
so many was shown by the packed 
Church of St Mary and St John at his 
funeral.



Well - winter didn’t stop the events team! We have had a 
range of community events and activities over the last few 
months… Carols in the Street may have been a bit soggy, 
but we had a great turnout yet again, and some heart-
warming carol singing followed by delicious mulled wine and 
mince pies. Also, in the run up to Christmas, we held our 
second Living Advent, with a new advent window display 
appearing every day in the DRARA neighbourhood. This 
year’s windows were even brighter and more creative than 
last year and this promises to be a firm fixture in the DRARA 
calendar. Alongside this, thanks to Ann Tutt, we participated 
in Homeless Oxfordshire’s Reverse Advent Calendar.  
Ann provided the collection point for different contributions 
through each day of Advent, resulting in a fantastic haul of 
donations. 
January got off to a great start with the DRARA Quiz 
Night – an outstanding turnout (we ran out of chairs!) and 
enthusiastic quiz participants made for a really fun evening. 
We managed to raised £715 which was shared between 
Young Dementia UK and Restore.
DRARA’s participation in the recent OxClean, led by the 
DRARA Environmental Action Group, collected astonishing 
amounts of litter from problem areas in our local streets and 
Warneford Meadow. And DRARA Freecycle Day, gave 
everyone the opportunity to have a clear out, and then find 
treasures in amongst our neighbours’ unwanted possessions.
Now we are looking forward to the return of Lazy Sundays 
and DRARA in the Park – regular opportunities to get 
together in a really relaxed environment. Come on your own, 

or with friends or family 
and stay for a quick 
cup of tea or the whole 
afternoon … the choice 
is yours! Please note our 
new location for Lazy 
Sundays this year is 
the kitchen at Richard 
Benson Hall, next to 
St Mary and St John 
church.
Following last year’s sun-
filled event, our much 
loved Open Gardens 
returns this year, always 
a wonderful opportunity 
to be inspired by our 

green-fingered neighbours, pick up gardening tips and admire 
the amazing array of gardens hidden behind our streets. 
Rebecca is always looking for more neighbours able to open 
their gardens – please do get in touch if you would like to get 
involved via events@drara.org.uk.
Meal in the Street will be taking a break this year – our 
capacity to run DRARA events is limited by the time we all 
have available, and we are particularly short of volunteers to 
head up an event. That said, we have a very active events 
team, and hold team meetings every couple of months – if 
you would like to get more involved in the organisation and 
planning, we would love your involvement. Please contact 
Tamasin at events@drara.org.uk. Many people in our 
community help to make the events we run happen, including 
a fantastic team of poster and leaflet distributers – offers of 
help of any shape and size are always appreciated!
Tamasin Lilwall and Deborah Tricker

DRARA Events: 
Looking back to winter  
and forward to spring

Event Location Date
Lazy Sunday Richard Benson Hall Sunday 28th April, 2–4pm
DRARA in the Park Top of South Park Sunday 12th May 2–4pm
Open Gardens Collect maps at Sinnet Court Sunday 9th June

Picnic in the Meadow Warneford Meadow Sunday 23rd June, time TBA

Above: Some of the lovely Living Advent windows displayed in 
DRARA at the end of 2018.



In the Hood     ... a guide to events and goings on in Oxford In the Hood
Outburst: Oxford Brookes Festival. Performances, 
workshops, music and exhibitions at Pegasus Theatre,  
11–13 April
Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival runs from 4–27 May, with 
events and exhibitions in Oxford 4–12 May.
‘Let’s Grow’ events to mark 30th anniversary of the 
twinning of Oxford and Grenoble, Sunday 4 May, 2–5pm
Flofest, Florence Park, Saturday 22 June
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As you may know, 
there have been 
troubles in the 
churchyard for 
a while. This has 
led to us being 
advised by the 
police to lock the 
side gates for the 
time being. It is still 
possible to enter 
the churchyard 
from the main 
entrance but 
by reducing the 
access points, 
we hope to be 
able to cut down 
on the number 
of people who use 
the churchyard 
to consume or 
sell drugs or 
alcohol. The gates have now been closed for five months 
and this seems to be having a positive effect.
We will be keeping the side gates locked until we can 
secure the site by installing new gates, increasing hedging 
and cutting back some tree cover. We will also be working 
closely with the police and with the local drug and alcohol 
services to ensure that people know where they can go for 
support and information. 
Despite these difficulties, we are planning other more 
positive activities in the churchyard and have already 
had carol singing, gardening sessions and a Candlemas 
celebration. Plans are afoot for bat- and bird-watching 
events and a local history project to investigate the 
churchyard’s many fascinating gravestones and 
monuments.
Anna Eden, Friends of the Churchyard

Where is it?

Last issue’s mystery photo 
was11 Warneford Road

Changes in the Churchyard of 
St Mary and St John 

The churchyard looks especially lovely in 
Spring. You are still very welcome to enjoy 
it as a place of sanctuary and peace away 
from the Cowley Road. 

BUT where is this? 
(Answer in the next issue...)




